
W’ W
P S

M -,  - V , I 
IN

S B:



2B Pacifi c Coast Business Times May 6-12, 2011

Who’s Who in Professional Services

Reicker, Pfau, Pyle & McRoy LLP is
Santa Barbara’s premier business and commercial litigation law firm.

We represent the Central Coast community in business, corporate, real estate, 
financial and securities transactions and related litigation and disputes.

Santa Barbara’s Business Law Firm

 1421 State Street, Suite B (805) 966-2440 
 Santa Barbara, CA 93101 www.reickerpfau.com

Alan A. Blakeboro        Gary J. Hill        Diana Jessup Lee        Bruce W. McRoy 
Michael E. Pfau        Daniel A. Reicker        Andrew D. Simons 

Timothy J. Trager        Fernando Velez, Jr.

Robert B. Forouzandeh         Alan A. Lanis, Jr.* 
                                       *Admitted in Nevada & Texas 

Reicker_H_rev.indd   1 2/22/11   12:04:22 PM

Our 2011 edition of Who’s Who in 
Professional Services reminds us just 
how dynamic the once-staid world of law 
and accounting has become.

As the only comprehensive look at 
the professionals who advise tri-county 
companies, Who’s Who in Professional 
Services is a must-read for any-
one trying to start a business, run 
a business or acquire a company 
in the region.

But this year’s effort comes 
with its own twist — the shift-
ing tides of the economy have 
brought many changes to the 
ranks of law fi rms and CPA 
fi rms. That means this year’s up-
date is fi lled with new information about 
the movers and shakers in these very im-
portant industries.

The dynamic nature of entrepreneur-
ship in our region means that our legal 
and accounting professionals regularly 
appear in the top ranks of their statewide 
or national peers. 

To put together this section, we use 
the Business Times’ Top 25 lists to con-
tact the region’s top fi rms. We also solicit 
nominations from the public.

As in past years, to qualify, an attor-
ney or CPA must have their principal of-
fi ce or place of business within the Ven-
tura, Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispo 
County region. A qualifi ed candidate 
also must offer his or her services to a 
range of clients — we did not consider 

nominees who are employed as 
a CFO or general counsel at a 
single organization.

We select Who’s Who candi-
dates based on the quality and 
quantity of their effort advis-
ing clients and we also factor 
in community outreach efforts 
and pro bono work.

The section would not be 
possible without the support of our spon-
sor, Bartlett, Pringle & Wolf. The section 
was organized and produced by Special 
Reports Editor Jim Logan and the cover 
was produced by Advertising Graphic 
Designer Elizabeth Nadel.

Our next special report is Champions 
in Health Care, an exciting new project 
that makes its debut on May 20. 

As always, your comments and sug-
gestions are welcome at hdubroff@
pacbiztimes.com.

HENRY
DUBROFF

Editor

Trusted legal, accounting professionals
in an era of dynamic economic change
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John Ambrecht, senior partner and 
founder of Ambrecht & Associates in 
Montecito, focuses on IRS tax controver-
sies, complex estate planning, multi-state 
planning, asset protection, family busi-
ness transition management to help mini-
mize family confl ict, international estate 
tax planning and property taxes.

Ambrecht has won many multimil-
lion-dollar tax cases, organized family 
businesses for succession or transition, 
and organized foreign entities for foreign 
asset protection. Named in the top 100 at-
torneys in the U.S. by Worth Magazine, 
he is an author of “For Love & Money 
— Protecting Family & Wealth in Estate 
& Succession Planning, Blending Law & 
Psychology,” and he has authored many 
articles on succession planning. He is 
a member of The American College of 
Trust and Estate Counsel.

He has taught for the California State 
Bar Educational Foundation, the Califor-
nia CPA Foundation, the California State 
Bar Taxation Section, Golden Gate Uni-

versity and the Internal Revenue Service. 
He earned his MBA with honors from 
UCLA, his master’s of law in taxation 
from New York University and his law 
degree from Loyola Marymount Univer-
sity. He currently serves on the board of 
the Westmont Foundation.

Jessica Arciniega is an associate at-
torney with the Ventura County offi ce of 
Wasserman, Comden, Casselman & Es-
ensten LLP, specializing in employment 
law, class actions and civil litigation. She 
joined the fi rm in 2008.

Arciniega has been active with the 
Inns of Court, Women Lawyers of Ven-
tura County and the Ventura County Trial 
Lawyers Association. She was the 2010 
president of the Mexican American Bar 
Association. She serves on the city of 
Oxnard Mobile Home Rent Review Com-
mission and as a board member of the 
Mixteco Indigenous Community Orga-
nizing Project. 

Arciniega was a 2010 winner of the 
Holly Spevak Award from the Women 

Lawyers of Ventura County.
Arciniega was admitted to the Califor-

nia Bar in 2008 and to the U.S. District 
Court, Central District of California, and 
the U.S. District Court, Eastern District of 
California in 2009. She earned her bach-
elor’s degree in political science from 
Pitzer College.

Craig K. Beam is a real estate, land-use 
and natural resources attorney with Jack-
son, DeMarco, Tidus & Peckenpaugh’s 
Westlake Village offi ce.

Following law school, he was assistant 
city attorney of the city of Chula Vista, the 
second largest city in San Diego County.  
Beam accepted a partnership at the fi rm 

of Luce, Forward, Hamilton & Scripps, 
California’s second-oldest law fi rm in the 
early 1980s.

Beam joined Jackson, DeMarco, Tidus 
& Peckenpaugh in 2004, and assists hotel 
projects, housing projects and industrial 
parks and is responsible for compliance 
with all aspects of local, state and federal 
laws affecting their development. 

Beam is a member of the Real Prop-
erty, Environmental and Public Law Sec-
tions of the California Bar and was for-
merly an Advisor to the Real Property 
Section of the California Bar.

His pro bono activities have included 
assisting in obtaining permits to create an 
artifi cial reef using a de-commissioned 
Canadian destroyer, “Project Yukon.”  
He’s also been a member of the Scripps 
Institute of Oceanographic “Advocates” 
and the city of San Diego Wetlands Ad-
visory Board.

Beam lives in Ojai and is an avid pilot, 
scuba diver and photographer.

David Bender is a managing partner 
of Anderson Kill Wood & Bender P.C., 

the fi rm created in 2009 when Ventura-
based Wood & Bender merged with New 
York-based Anderson Kill & Olick P.C.. 
Bender is also on the fi rm’s management 
executive committee.

Bender, who founded Wood & Bender 
with David Wood, was previously a part-
ner in the Los Angeles offi ce of the na-
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tional law fi rm Epstein, Becker & Green. 
He specializes in policy enforcement — 
representing companies who are seeking 
payment of claims from their insurance 
companies. 

In one case, he won a $25 million set-
tlement for a Fortune 500 company. He 
also practices commercial, environmen-
tal and employment litigation. He holds 
a bachelor’s degree from the University 
of Notre Dame and a law degree from 
Southwestern University. He serves on the 
board of trustees for Holy Cross College, 
the board of directors for Ventura County 
Boy Scouts and the board of directors for 
the Ojai Valley Little League.

Matthew Berger is the founder and 
principal attorney of the Matthew I. Berg-
er Law Group.  The fi rm serves a cultur-
ally and economically diverse clientele, 
including small businesses and entrepre-
neurs, larger international and local cor-
porations, nonprofi t organizations, and 
individuals, with its principal offi ce in 
Santa Barbara County.

The fi rm’s major practice areas include 
intellectual property, business organiza-
tion formation, operations, governance 
consulting, fi nancing, employment, enter-
tainment, Internet law, international and 
domestic business transactions, trusts, 

estate planning, wills and probate, real 
estate and litigation in federal and state 
courts.

Berger serves on the board of direc-
tors of Women’s Economic Ventures and 
on the advisory committee for the Santa 
Barbara Community College  Scheinfeld 
Center for Entrepreneurship and Innova-
tion. He is a member of the Rotary Club 
of Carpinteria.

Berger graduated from UC Santa Bar-
bara with honors in political science and 
sociology. He received his law degree 
from the University of Oregon School 
of Law, with a Certifi cate of Specialty in 
ocean resources and coastal law.  

Robert Brace, a partner at the Santa 
Barbara law fi rm of Hollister & Brace, 

is an expert in the area of complex civil 
litigation, including class actions. Brace 
has practiced law since 1985, with more 
than 20 years of experience in multi-party 

litigation in federal courts throughout the 
United States.

He is now prosecuting class actions in-
volving the theft of more than $450 mil-
lion in trust funds deposited by clients at 
various 1031 exchange accommodators or 
qualifi ed intermediaries. Settlements to 
date in two of the class actions have ex-
ceeded $200 million.

Brace is a member of the International 
Association of Insurance Receivers, the 
International Association of Insurance 
Fraud Agencies and a past member of the 
committee on State Bar Approved Profes-
sional Liability Insurance. Brace served 
as chief fi nancial offi cer for the Santa 
Barbara County Bar Association and is a 

licensed elk hunting guide.
Brace received a bachelor’s degree 

with honors from UC Berkeley. He earned 
his law degree from the University of Col-
orado.

James C. Buttery is a principal with 
the fi rm of Andre, Morris & Buttery, with 
offi ces in Santa Maria, San Luis Obispo 
and Paso Robles.  He is active in its civil 
litigation, real estate and environmental/
land-use practice groups.

Buttery’s practice is focused on dispute 
resolution in a variety of areas, including 
property, construction and business litiga-
tion.  He has tried more than 50 civil cases, 
including 20 civil jury cases, with issues 
including toxic tort litigation, boundary 

disputes, real estate fraud and corporate 
succession and liquidation matters. He is 
a member of the American Board of Trial 
Advocates, whose membership is limited 
to experienced civil trial lawyers who 
have demonstrated experience in trying 
civil jury trials. He is a proponent of me-
diation to resolve disputed matters. 

Grace Shimotani
Stalica
Bartlett, Pringle
& Wolf
Santa Barbara


